BOESAU-033-26

RESOLUTION OF THE
NAVAJO BOARD OF ELECTION SUPERVISORS

Authorizing a Referendum Election for Fort Defiance Chapter on the
Question of Whether the Chapter Meeting Quorum Requirement
should be Lowered from 25 to 21 Chapter Registered Voters

WHEREAS:

1. Pursuant to 11 N.N.C. §401 et. seq., the Navajo Board of Election Supervisors is authorized
to generally oversee the conduct of all proposed referendum measures, including referendum
measures on lowering chapter quorum requirements. See, RDCD-127-12 and 11 N.N.C. §403(B).

2. Chapters may lower its quorum requirements as authorized by the Navajo Local Governance
Act and pursuant to applicable regulations of the Navajo Nation. See, 26 N.N.C. §1003(B) and
RDCD-127-12. Regulations provide, a “Chapter may request by chapter resolution that the Navajo
Board of Election Supervisors authorize a referendum to change the quorum requirements for
chapter meetings.” Section III. Quorum Amendment Procedures, RDCD-127-12.

3. Concerning timelines for referenda elections, the Navajo Election Code provides:

A chapter may by resolution refer to a measure for vote of registered voters within the
chapter(s) which fall within the scope of the measure. The resolution shall place timelines
on the election of the measure which shall be at the next regularly scheduled chapter
election if such election is scheduled no sooner than 60 days following adoption of the
resolution OR at a special chapter election to be held no sooner than 60 days and no later
than 90 days from the date of the passage of the resolution referring the enactment. The
resolution shall provide the language to be placed on the ballot in accordance with 11
N.N.C. §407(A). Where the language is not clear, the Navajo Board of Election Supervisors
shall, by resolution, amend the language for clarification purposes only, with language
provided or recommended by the Office of Legislative Counsel and the Office of the
Attorney General. The Board shall also review the measure to ensure that it is not exempt
pursuant to §401. The chapter shall make funding available to conduct the election. 11
N.N.C. §403(B).

4, On August 16, 2026, the Fort Defiance Chapter adopted resolution FDC-2026-AUG-16-09,
entitled “APPROVING A CHAPTER RESOLUTION TO REDUCE CHAPTER MEETING
FROM 25 to 21 REGISTERED CHAPTER MEMBERS FOR ALL CHAPTER MEETINGS IN
ACCORDANCE TO RDCD-127-12 AND THE NAVAJO NATION LOCAL GOVERNANCE
ACT AND APPROVING THE BALLOT LANGUAGE FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE
NAVAJO NATION BOARD OF ELECTION SUPERVISOR.” See EXHIBIT A, attached hereto.
Fort Defiance Chapter has a total number of 3,605 registered voters according to the Election
Administration’s Summary Report dated June 11, 2026. See EXHIBIT D. Thus, pursuant to
Navajo Nation regulations on the lowering of quorum requirements (as provided in EXHIBIT C
hereof), the Fort Defiance Chapter is authorized to lower its quorum requirement to 21 by
referendum.



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The Navajo Board of Election Supervisors hereby approves Fort Defiance Chapter’s request
for a special election referendum on the question of whether the chapter’s quorum meeting
requirements should be reduced from 25 to 21 registered Chapter members. The referendum
election shall be conducted on November 3, 2026.

2. For the referendum authorized herein, the Navajo Board of Election Supervisors approves
the ballot language as provided in EXHIBIT B, attached herein. The Navajo Election
Administration, in ensuring compliance with the requirements of the law, is authorized to correct
any errors in ballot layout that do not affect the intent or substance of the measure proposed by the
Fort Defiance Chapter. Attached and incorporated herein are EXHIBIT C, RDCD-127-12, An
Action Relating to Resources and Development; Approving Chapter Quorum Amendment
Regulations, EXHIBIT D reflecting the number of registered voters in Fort Defiance Chapter, and
EXHIBIT E reflecting the timelines for the conduct of the special referendum election approved
herein.

3. The Chapter, in ensuring that this measure is properly presented to voters of the chapter,
shall assist and cooperate with the Navajo Election Administration in conducting this election,
including assistance in the selection of poll officials, posting public notices and clarifying or
providing any necessary additional information prior to the date set forth herein.

4, As required by 11 N.N.C. §403(B), the chapter shall provide necessary funds for the special
referendum election approved herein, including costs for poll officials, ballots, and public notices.
The Navajo Election Administration shall ensure that adequate funds are made available for
purposes of conducting the referendum election.

5. The referendum, if approved, shall not be given retroactive effect. The effective date of an
enactment shall be no sooner than the certification of election results by the Navajo Board of
Election Supervisors.

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by the Navajo Board of
Election Supervisors at a duly called meeting within the Navajo Nation in Window Rock, Arizona,
during which a quorum was present and that the same was passed by a vote of (6) in favor, (0)

opposed, and (0) abstained, this 27" day of Novembey 2026. /ﬂ

Darlene Pete, Vice-Chairperson
Navajo Board of Election Supervisors

Motion: Stephanie R. Calabaza
Second: Arlene Nakai-Brown
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RESOLUTION OF THE FORT DEFIANCE CHAPTER FDC-2026-AUG-16-09

accordance to RDCD-127-12 of the Navajo Nation Local Governance Act.

Approving a Chapter Referendum to reduce Chapter Meeting Quorum from 25 to 21 Registered Voters for all chapter meetings in

WHEREAS:
1. The Fort Defiance Chapter is a duly certified Navajo Nation Government and pursuant to the Navajo Nation Council CS-6002 is a
delegated as a government authority with respect to local matters consistent with the Navajo Laws, including customers,
tradition, and fiscal matters and;

2. Pursuant to Chapter 1, Subchapter 1, Section 13 (1), (2) of the same “Act”, Fort Defiance Chapter has the responsibility and
authority to promote, protect and preserve the interests and general welfare including the safety and health of its community
people, programs and property, and;

3. Section 1,003 (B)of Title 26 of the Navajo Nation Code, also known as the Navajo Nation Local Government Act (LGA), establishes
a general quorum for all Chapter meetings at twenty-five (25) registered Chapter members to conduct official business; and

4. Section 1 003 (B) also allows Chapters to amend the quorum adopted by Resources and Development Committee (RDC) and
such ballot measure in accordance with Section 200 1 of the LGA and Section 40 |-408 of the Navajo Nation Election
Administration statistics existing at the time of the request for quorum amendment; and

5. The Resource and Development Committee (RDC) approved a model known as the “Chapter Quorum Amendment Regulations”
under RDC resolution No., FDCD-127-12, the reduction of quorum is based on the Navajo Election Administration statistics
existing at the time of the request for quorum amendment; and

6. Based on the information received for the Navajo Nation Election Administration, the Fort Defiance Chapter, requirement to 21
registered Chapter members; and

7. The Fort Defiance Chapter is required to pass a Resolution for approval to submit back to the Navajo Nation Election
Administration and to be on the ballot for the 2026 Navajo Nation General Election (November 3, 2026).

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT
The Fort Defiance Chapter hereby approves a Chapter Referendum to Reduce Chapter Meeting quorum from 25 to 21 Registered Voters
for all Chapter Meetings in Accordance to RDCD-127-12 of the Local Governance Act.

CERTIFICATION

We hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by the Fort Defiance Chapter at a duly called meeting at Fort
DefiaEEe Chapt which a quorum was present and that same was approved by a vote onLin favor,__Qopposed, and _{7 abstained,
S of LN

Mo

Tom White, Jr., Chapfé? President

Seconded: /bé/&" Nie. A' ’W\
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Fort Defiance Chapter

Official Title:

A referendum on whether the current meeting quorum requirement for Fort Defiance Chapter
should be reduced from 25 to 21 registered chapter voters.

Descriptive Summary:

The current minimum quorum requirement for Fort Defiance Chapter meetings is twenty-five
(25) registered voters. Based on the Chapter’s current tally of registered chapter voters, the
Chapter is eligible to reduce the chapter meeting quorum requirement to twenty-on (21) registered
voters. The purpose of the Chapter referendum is to present to the voters of the Chapter whether
the official quorum for Fort Defiance Chapter meetings should be reduced from 25 to 21
registered chapter voters.

Legal effect:

A YES vote will have the legal effect of reducing the Fort Defiance Chapter meeting quorum
requirement from 25 to 21 registered chapter voters.

A NO vote will have the legal effect of keeping the current chapter meeting quorum requirement
of 25 registered chapter voters.

SHALL THE CURRENT QUORUM REQUIREMENT FOR Fort Defiance Chapter MEETINGS
BE REDUCED FROM 25 to 21 REGISTERED CHAPTER VOTERS?

YES
NO
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RDCD-127-12

RESOLUTION OF THE
RESOURCES AND DEVELOFMENT COMMITTEE
OF THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL

1

22" OF THE NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL -~ SECOND YEAR, 2012

AN ACTION
RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT; APPROVING CHAPTER
QUORUM AMENDMENT REGULATIONS

BE IT ENACTED:

Section One. Findings and Purpose

1. Navajo Nation, Title 26, provides:
All chapter meetings reguire a guorum of twenty-five
(25) registered chapter members to conduct official
chapter business. Chapters, whether governance-
certified or not, may amend the quorum requirement,
based upon models and procedural regulations adopted
by the [Resources and Development] Committee of the
Navajo Nation Council. Adoption of an amended quorum
requirement requires approval by <chapter ballot
measure 1in accordance with 11 N.N.C $§401-408. 26
N.N.C $§1003(B).

2. It 1is necessary that regulations be adopted for
purposes of implementing 26 N.N.C.$1003(B).

Section Two. Enactment of Chapter Quorum Amendment
Regulations

The Navajec Nation hereby enacts the Chapter Quorum
Requirement Regulations set forth in Exhibit “A,” attached

hereto.

20
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EXHIBIT "A"

CHAPTER QUORUM AMENDMENT REGULATIONS

1. Purpose
Navajo Nation laws permit Local Governance Act (“LGA™) povernance-certified

and non-ggvgmance-certifled Chapters to amend their quorum requirements pursuant to 26

N.N.C. § 1003 (B). It is necessary that the Navajo Nation establish a procedural approval

rocess for such changes.

II. Definitions
A. “Chapters” are units of local government which are political subdivisions of the

B. “Chapter Member” includes all registered voters of the Chapter.
C. ‘“Chapter Resolution” means the document recording the official action taken by the

Chapter membership ata duly called Chapter meeting.
D. “Local Governance Act” means 26 N.N.C. Sections 1 —2005.

E. “Quorum” means the minimum number of Chapter members that must be in

attendance to conduct official Chapter business.

1II. Quorum Amendment Procedure
A. A Chapter may request by chapter resolution that the Navajo Board of Election

Supervisors authorize a referendum to change the quorum requirements for chapter

meetings.
B. In accordance with the reguirements herein, the Navajo Board of Election

Supervisors shall review, consider and provide recommendations regarding all requests

for referendum elections on changing guorum requirements.

13-82-1
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C. No chapter referendum election to change such gquorum reguirements_shall be

authorized unless and until the Navajo Board of Election Supervisors approves the
chapter's proposed change. Such change must be in compliance with the requirements in
these regulations.

IV. Quorum smendment requirement

A. AChapter’s amended quorum must be in accordance with the following table:

Chapter Registered Minimum Quo
Voter Population Amount Allowed
| 0-999 15
1000 - 1999 17
2000 - 2999 19
3000 - 3999 14 21
4000 - 4999 23 |

B. A Chapter witha registered voter population of 5000 or more shall not be permitted

to lower their quorum requirement from 25 members.
C.  The number of registered voters shall be based on the Navajo Election

Administration's_statistics existing at the time the request for gquorum amendment is

presented to the Navajo Board of Election Supervisors.

V. Applicability; amendments; rescission
A. These Chapter Quorum Amendment _Regulations shall not apply to Chapters which

have adopted an Alternative Form of Govemnance (“AFOG”) ordinance.

B. In the event that there is an incréase in the number registered voters. the Division of

Community Development, on notice of the Navaio Election Administration, shall notify

the chapter of the new increased guorum requirement based on the table set forth herein.

13-82-1
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13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

C. A Chapter which amends their_quorum requirement may amend or rescind such

uo equirement pursuant to these re latjons
1003 (B).

V1. Amendments

d in accordance with 26 N.N.C.

These Chapter Quorun Amendment Regulations may be amended from time to

me as deemed necessary by the Resources and Development Committee of the Navajo

ti
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RDCD-127-12

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution
was duly considered by the Resources and Development
Committee of the 22°¢ Navajo Nation Council at a duly
called meeting held at Window Rock, Navajo WNation
(ARrizona), at which a guorum was present and that the
same was passed by a vote of 03 in favor, 02 opposed and
00 abstained, on this 18%" of December, 2012.

Katherine Benally, Chai
Resources and Development Committee

Motion: Roscoe Smith
Second: Leonard Pete

Sacz



The Navajo Nation Election System
Summary Report
Total Registered Voters for
Fort Defiance Agency

Precinct Chapter \oter Count
District 07
019 DILCON 1,556
020 INDIAN WELLS 1,163
021 JEDDITO 1,096
022 TEESTO 1131
023 WHITECONE 1,006
098 LOW MOUNTAIN 885
Total Voters in District 07: 6,837
District 14
048 COYOTE CANYON 1,186
049 MEXICAN SPRINGS 981
050 NASCHITTI 1,382
051 TOHATCHI 1,371
052 BAHASTLAA 1,795
Total Voters in District 14: 6,715
District 17
076 CORNFIELDS 1,007
077 GANADO 1,609
078 GREASEWOOQOD 1,199
079 KINLICHEE 1,549
080 KLAGETOH 1,045
081 STEAMBOAT 1,280
082 WIDE RUINS 1,029
Total Voters in District 17: 8,718
District 18
083 CRYSTAL 904
084 FORT DEFIANCE 3,605
085 HOUCK 1,444
086 OAK SPRINGS 781
087 RED LAKE 793
088 ST. MICHAELS 2,810
089 SAWMILL 1,207
090 LUPTON 804
105 NAHATA DZIIL 1,331
Total Voters in District 18: 13,679
Total Voters in Fort Defiance: 35,949
Total Voters: 35,949

R VRAUA:
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NAVAJO ELECTION ADMINISTRATION
REFERENDUM ELECTION BY CHAPTER RESOLUTION

FORT DEFIANCE CHAPTER

EXHIBIT E

90 — 60 days
40 days
30 days
15 days
Friday Before
The day before Any time after 10 days after

8/16/26 09/30/26 09/24/26 10/05/26 10/19/26 10/30/26 11/02/26 11/03/26 11/13/26 11/26/26
A Chapter may by resolution Referendum Voter Absentee Mailed Last Day to Chief Poll Election Referendum
refer a measure for vote of Election Registration Lo g e Special )

P ballot absentee vote on walk- Judges Grievance to be
registered voters within the ballot layout Closes @ Bl 4 5 ge Referendum ¥
becomes application in basis at: Meeti Deadline certified if
chapter(s) which fall within to be ready 5:00 pm. . eeting Election
i B P available must be ALL NAVAJO @5:00 G
asure.

The SCOD? c:. ehm: s;ure upon physically NATION PM. Grievances.
. ¢ r_eso Lo p_ace request present in NEA ELECTION
timelines on the election of Begin offices -
the measure which shall be recruiting ' : Votfer .
at the next regularly for poll Registration
scheduled chapter election if Officials £e-open:
such election is scheduled from the AFLERS PM
no sooner than 60 days chapter

following adoption of the
resolution OR at a special
chapter election to be held
no sooner that 60 days and
no later than 90 days from
the date of the passage of
the resolution.




